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Number of Rabbits 1 Waverley Wabbits 98073340

Young children loose interest __in rabbits quickly, so unless you particularly want a
rabbit as a pet yourself, the novelty will wear off, and the rabbit will end up as a burden
for you to look after for the next 8 years.

1: A single rabbit  needs lots of love and affection,
as rabbits are social animals that interact with each other
constantly

One rabbit (alone) gets very lonely

Unless you are home a lot, and intend to keep the bunny
with you inside, for the rabbits’ sake, it's best to

buy two baby rabbits together, rather than only one

A rabbits is a herd animal, living in a group

.By nature, they never live alone.

Adding a second rabbit at a later date
An adult male will usually welcome the company of an adult female, but not another male.
An adult female most likely will not tolerate another doe, and possibly not even a male, in her
territory.

How to bond
Introducing a new rabbit; is like having an intruder from another rabbit warren.
Introduce a new rabbit in neutral territory.
Rub both the rabbits over with parsley, or with some other strong smelling plant, to help
disguise the difference in smell. Hold the rabbits together, rubbing their bodies all over
each other.
Place in a play pen in neutral territory, with boxes scattered around to investigate and
hide in.
Be quick to separate them if they fight. A squirt with a water gun may help.
Wear gloves when breaking up a fight.
Do not leave them together until you are sure they have bonded.
Place hutches next to each other, so they can get acquainted
Repeat this procedure as often as necessary.
If after some days of perseverance, they still fight, unfortunately, they may not be able to
live together.
Another animal can befriend a rabbit, however you m _ust ensure the rabbit’s safet
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2. Male and Female combination _works well if the male is neutered, as the
males’ constant advances can cause the female extreme distress. Likewise the female may
constantly mount the male in an attempt to get pregnant.

Female rabbits have a 60-80% chance of contracting uterine cancer by 3-5 years of age.
Some vets recommend routine preventative hysterectomy. The owner needs to weigh up the
operation risk, and cost, against the cancer risk.

Desex males after 4 months of age, and females after 6 months.

unless both are neutered.

Two neutered males usually make an excellent
combination (if together since young.)

They need to be neutered by 4months or as early as
possible after the testicles have descended.

Fﬂ*;—.* 4: Male and Male combination _ wil fight

5: Two Females _get along well only if together since young.
As they mature, one may become more dominant than the other and desexing of one or
both may become necessary.

6: Rabbits and Guinea pigs _ generally get along well, however with maturity; the
rabbit may start to mount and bully the guinea pig.

It is necessary to neuter the rabbit.

Guinea pigs can be infected with a respiratory disease from rabbits.
Guinea pigs do not toilet train, and do not eat rabbit pellets.

They tend to be more timid than rabbits, scuttling away to hide.

This can make the rabbits less sociable.

Not the best combination but better than solitary confinement.

7: Male (or) Female?

Generally the males are better pets.

Females may have a personality change with maturity. This is not always the case.
Most rabbits handled gently and often will remain friendly.

Males are best to be neutered for their own contentment; otherwise escape is on their
mind to find a mate.
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1. L eave bunny alone about one hours _in its’ new hutch to acclimatize; marking
the new territory by rubbing its’ chin gland on everything. This will give the children time to
settle down, and the bunny a chance to get over the shock of the car drive etc.

2: Teach children to speak quietly . (NO fighting or screaming near the rabbit.)

Loud noises will shock and frighten your bunny.

3. Have children seated when handling bunny. A dropped rabbit will not necessarily
land on its feet like a cat. Its’ back can break easily.

4: During the first week, feed bunny only the food supplied by the

breeder, gradually mixing it with the dry mix you intend to buy locally.
Introduce other new foods gradually.

Hay is the most important food source for your new bunny.

Sudden change of diet can cause diarrhea, resulting in death.

Any change of diet should be gradual, over a period of 3 weeks

5: Stress causes rabbits to be more susceptible to sickness and even

death, so keep in mind that rabbits are timid and vulnerable.

6: Only a Baby .

*Baby bunnies need to be kept warm at night time and
away from hot sun in the day.

*Handle tenderly and often, as they may be fretting for
their mother and siblings.

*Even though when you buy your baby bunny, it will be
weaned from its mothers’ milk, it is still a baby, who needs tender love and affection.

_ *It is very stressful for a baby rabbit to be all alone for
.. long.

.« *The only time this would happen in the wild is if it where

, "_55 lost, or its family had been eaten.

*It's much less stressful to have two baby bunnies
together.




|F you wish to breed
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One male services many females

The male should be smaller than the female, as if he is too large, the babies may be
too big for Doe to give birth to.

The Doe can breed as early as 4 months of age, so you will need to keep the Buck
and the Doe separate from then on.

The Doe is best not to start breeding until 6-7months of age.

Gestation period is about 31 days.

Breast feeding lasts about 5-7 weeks.

The Buck will need a separate hutch before the babies are born, as he may attack
them, and get the female pregnant again too soon, while she is still breast feeding.

After separating two Does to give birth and feed their babies, you may be unable to
keep them together again.

Baby bunnies are called kittens

When looking to buying a bunny




1: Ask to see_the bunny’s parents , so that you know the size, temperament, and
health of the bunny you are buying.

2: Ask to see_the breeding conditions

Check for clean ventilated, spacious hutches.

A “Breeder” who simply brings the rabbit out in a box, and won't let you look
around, could be suspected of having something to hide.

3: Ask to see where the rabbits have their daily exercise .
Exercise is important for a rabbits’ health and happiness.

*You wouldn’t want to support  cruelty , where
rabbits are exploited without consideration for
their happiness.

Some breeders keep their rabbits like battery
hens, in cages without any freedom,(never sitting
in the sunshine, or running in the grass,) locked
up all their lives in tiny hutches, just for breeding,
to make money, or win prizes.

Some even show one run area and keep their real conditions shamefully hidden.

4: Check to see that none of the rabbits you see are sneezing_ or have runny
noses. Ask to see all their rabbits, not just the one you are buying.
Infection spreads fast.

5: Check that the bunny you are buying doesn’t have diarrhea or eye infection

6: A well handled bunny shouldn’t be cringing or running away.

7: Check that the top teeth either slightly overlap __ or meet the lower teeth.

The lower teeth should not overlap the upper teeth. If you buy a rabbit with
malocclusion, it will require regular teeth clipping all its life, other wise it will starve
to death.

Handllng Waverley Wabbits 98073340

1: Encourage your rabbit to come to you , by scratching in the hay to attract
6



its’ attention, then allow the rabbit to smell your hand, speak gently, stroke the head to gain
its’ trust, before attempting to pick it up

Pick up gently with one hand under the body, and the other under its backside.

Hold with the feet on your chest, one hand under the bottom and the other supporting its
back.

If a rabbit is held out with the feet dangling, it is as if a fox is carrying it to its den.

Mother rabbits do not carry their young in their teeth, as do cats; so it's not natural for a
rabbit to be picked up by the scruff of the neck.

Never pick up by the ears.

2. Supervise children when
handling bunny

If a rabbit is hurt or frightened, it will bite.
Always have young children quietly seated.

Children under 6 year are likely to want to poke bunny in the eye and squeeze the rabbit
too tightly

A child of 10-12 years is mature enough to handle a rabbit more responsibly

3: The more vour bunny is handled. __the friendlier it will become.

Never let a day pass where your bunny hasn’t been ¢ uddled .
If a rabbit is left for a long time without being handles, it will become ferrell

4: Avoid loud nNOISES  or sudden movements, causing fear.

5: Some rabbits do not like to be picked up __, asin the wild they always
have their feet on the ground.

For a pet rabbit it is essential for them to become used to being held.

You need to be able to pick them up to put them out for their run each day, and then back
safe in their hutch at night.

There is also the occasional necessary trip to the vet to consider.

FrEEdOm Waverley Wabbits 98073340

(1) Give freedom gradually in a confined space .

Playpens are ideal, with tunnels, boxes, logs etc. to play with.

Rabbits can be bored and lonely just like any animal. The only difference is that they can't tell
you, not like a dog can.

Females dig more than males, chicken wire under the exercise area will keep bunny
contained




(2) Do not chase your bunny
This will frighten the rabbit, as if a fox is after it.

You may think the rabbit is enjoying the chase, but most likely it is terrified, and running for its
life.

If you want a good pet, avoid frightening situations.

Try to have bunny come to you. This is why a confined
space is important. Only give greater freedom, when you
are sure bunny will come when called.

(3) Rabbits need at least 4 hours exercise daily
A whole day of safe freedom is fine, whether permitting.
To keep a rabbit shut in its hutch all day is cruel and not good for their health.
In the wild, rabbits graze in an area of 2 hectares each day.
Even if the hutch area is large, a change of environment is appreciated.

(4) Always put bunny back safelv In its’ hutch at night to protect from

/“/ o —
mosquitoes, fOXGS cats owls &£ )))— Dogs

Toys:

Cardboard boxes, cat tunnels, flower pots, wide plumbers pipes,
babies hard plastic rattles, plastic balls, towels, toilet rolls, plastic
baskets, pinecones, old phone books, wooden blocks, cotton rope,
and wicker baskets.

No rubber toys, beads, or soft plastic, which can be swallowed.

Rabbits cannot vomit. Anything swallowed, continues down into
the gut, which may cause a blockage.

Hutch Considerations

1: Space to run around in __, and stretch, the full height of the adult rabbit

2: Ventilation . Simply a box is not suitable.

3: Sleeping enclosure .



Rabbits need a place to feel warm, and safe, equivalent to a burrow.

4: Easy access .
A lift up lid is usually easier than a small door. There

needs to be easy access to both the run area as well as
the nest box.

5: Mouse, rat, fox, dog. cat, and mosquito proof .
' Mosquito wire can be stapled onto a wooden hutch.

6: Protection from heat and cold .

(A metal roof would need insulation, as it would be too hot in summer and too cold in
winter.

The hutch is best placed in a sheltered position.

7: Easy cleaning . An elevated hutch on legs, or wheels, is easy to hose out. Some
hutches have slide or lift out floors, which also make cleaning easy.

If the floor is wire, make sure that that the wire isn’t too wide for the rabbit to feel
comfortable walking on. A layer of newspaper and hay, a timber board, basket, towel, or
Rabbit mat helps to prevent sore hocks in a wire floor hutch.

8: Lawn hutches are usually too small.

They need to have a timber nest box.

Moisture rises from the ground causing damp unhygienic conditions in lawn hutches.
Not really the most suitable hutch.

Metal lawn hutches are definitely not suitable , as they are too hot
in the summer and too cold in the winter.

9: Indoor hutches _ are usually too small unless you can work out a way for the rabbit to get
in and out itself, and have some freedom to run around.

Keep in mind that a playpen or some other safe run area would be required for daily
exercise no matter what hutch you have

Boredom is cruelty .

House Rabbits Waverley Wabbits 98073340

(Great company for both humans and animal)

1: Safety.
Rabbits nibble indiscriminately e.g. electric wires, telephone cables, and furniture.

Plastic tubing or slit hoses can be placed around wires and cables.



Protect treasured furniture.

Many rabbits injure themselves falling off couches or stairs. Rabbit’s break bones easily.
Anticipate and prevent the risks.

Lead paint can also cause your bunny illness, so keep an eye out before mishaps happen.
Many indoor plants are poisonous.

An indoor playpen can be used to keep bunny out of taboo places .

2: Smell .
Make sure the toilet tray is in each room the rabbit has access to.
Rabbits would be unable to search the house to find the bathroom.
Rabbits can be bathed occasionally, using a wool wash, no tears baby shampoo or Oleo
Vera shampoo. Only wash the bottom and the feet in a small basin with about1-2 inches of
warm water. No need for a total body wash.
Rabbits clean themselves as do cats.
Avoid disinfectants, deodorants, fly spray, and perfume.
Parsley in the diet helps urine smell sweet.

Rabbits like to have a safe place to retreat and sleep like a box of hay or a pet tent.

Hay is messy and many house-rabbits miss out on this
essential food due to its inconvenience.

® The Hay Hoodle is ideal, pet tent, cane basket or even a
i cardboard box.

Daily outdoor sun exposure, weather permitting, in a playpen or safe backyard, needs to be
negotiated.

6: Heat and cold .

Slate, tiles, and polished boards, are an unsuitable surface.
Towels or mats need to be provided.

Grass mats are good and inexpensive.

Avoid exposure to excessive artificial heating, cooling, and drafts.

Problems.1 Waverley Wabbits 98073340

1: Biting —

Give a yelp and jump to let the bunny know that it's not
acceptable.
Continue to cuddle and handle.
Wear adequate clothing and gloves if necessary.

Pick your rabbit up from behind the head, rather than
approaching from the front. This is less threatening.
Biting may be only a stage which the bunny grows out of.

10
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Neutering may be a solution.

Some rabbits develop a dislike for a particular person, whom they see as a threat.
Pain, fear, hormones, and territory protection, will affect a rabbit's personality.
Consider the cause and ways you may be able to solve the problem.

Never hit or throw a rabbit, as this will exacerbate the problem.

2. Spraying of urine in males
De-sexing takes at least 3 weeks to change behavior and for the bunny to become infertile.

3: Summer Heat Stroke

i By
(07
= 5 B ) .
L *f - - Give total shade if over 25 deqgrees
- 5 Celsius!!
e !
=F v s Give fresh cool drinking water.
: _ﬁt;; L Place frozen containers of water in hutch for rabbit to sit on.
e % Insulate metal hutch. Drape hutch with wet towels.

Spray hutch with cold water.
You could wet the rabbit's ears and bring bunny inside.

HEAT IS THE NO1. KILLER OF PET RABBITS !!

HEAT IS THE NO1. KILLER OF PET RABBITS !!

4: Overgrown teeth .
Incorrect alignment, (Malocclusion) or damage, or old age may cause the front teeth to

become overgrown, inhibiting normal nibbling, resulting in starvation.
Check occasionally as clipping may become necessary. See your vet as he may decide
that the best solution is to have the teeth removed. Also if there is malocclusion of the front
teeth, there may also be a problem with the back ones too which you cannot see.

Hay is important in keeping teeth healthy.

Always supply a branch to nibble on.
Crunching on pellets is an unnatural chewing action for rabbits. This is one reason why
pellets should be limited and the rabbit given a copious amount of hay, fresh vegetables,
and grass instead.

PrOblemS 2 Waverley Wabbits 98073340

5: Overgrown claws can be clipped at home if the rabbit scratches when picked up.
Only cut the tips off.

If scratching is a problem the rabbit can be handled wrapped in a towel.

Wear adequate clothing

6: Cold:
When under 15 deg. at night it is wise to cover an outside hutch or move it into a more

11



sheltered position.

L g ==

In the wild a rabbit would spend cold nights in its warm burrow.

[

L

L2
[

Z: Diarrhea : can result from infection, excess greens, or a sudden change of diet.
Remove all food except water, and hay.

Keep their bottom clean.

Make sure the hutch is kept clean with lots of fresh hay

Separate from other rabbits just in case it is infectious.

Gradually reintroduce other foods again.

Rabbits can die very fast from diarrhea, so if you think it looks serious, see your vet

immediately.

8: Fur balls .

Rabbits molt often, especially in Australia where the whether changes frequently.
Regular gentle brushing is enjoyed and helpful.

Clipping is necessary for rabbits with long fur.

A dilution of 25% pineapple juice and water may help to break up hair balls.

9: Weight is controlled by correct food and exercise.
Excessive pellets cause obesity. They are like a diet of chocolate for a rabbit.

10: Sneezing . Sometimes it can just be caused by dust in the hay, but when there is
white mucous from the nose and sticky front legs from wiping their nose, it is usually
caused by a disease called (Pasteurella.)

It's a serious infectious disease, sometimes trivialized by breeders calling it the “snuffles.”
You will need to see your vet for treatment and keep the bunny away from other rabbits.

11: Fleas and Fur Mites
' Treat only if necessary. (Frontline should never be used for rabbits) Make sure
W other family pets are treated for fleas. See vet for appropriate flea or mite
treatment.

12: Ear Mites appear as a brown dust in the ear. A wipe over with cooking oil will usually
clear it up.

13: Intestinal worms _ are not a problem for rabbits.

TOI|€'[ Tl’alnlng (rarely 100% successful)

1: Bunny will choose a place for its toilet naturally.

2: Place some droppings on the toilet tray in its chosen place.
If bunny decides to use its nest box area as a toilet, then put the litter tray in the nest box.

12



That is not a problem for a male.

“Does” will change their spot when pregnant, and building a nest. Then you can shift the litter
tray into the run area.

3: No need to use Kitty litter.
Use a hand full of hay.

4: Rinse out toilet daily with water.
Don’t use disinfectant.
Occasionally it will need a good scrub

5: Rabbit droppings are fine to place directly on garden.

6: Urine is usually healthy when either bright orange or milky white

7: Once the toilet training has been established, and the litter tray smells like a toilet, you can
shift it into the house or playpen, and hopefully bunny will use it wherever you place it.
It is helpful to have a few toilets around if bunny is inside.

8: You cannot expect a rabbit to find the bathroom, as a cat would. The rabbit toilet needs to
be placed in close proximity.

' Y 9: Give your rabbit parsley to eat, to help make the urine smell sweet.
|

ReSQOHSible OWNEI  waverley wabbits 98073340

Consider carefully before buying a bunny

You will need time to care for it, and be prepared to take responsibility for all its needs
when the children have lost interest.

Immunization

Calicivirus.  Immunize at three months, and then a yearly booster
N 13



injection is required.

Myxomatosis has no immunization available at present in Australia.

It spreads through contact with fleas or mosquitoes.

Fly wire on the hutch may be a helpful protection.

If your rabbit is out in a run during the day, it is wise to put it back into its’ mosquito proof
hutch before dusk, or bring it inside.

Regrettable departure!

X X
If unforeseen circumstances occur and you are unable to keep your
A bunny, do the responsible thing and either find it another good

home, or have your rabbit humanely euthanized.

Do not leave it in the bush, where it will die from fox attack or myxomatosis, not to mention
the devastating effect that rabbits have on the Australian environment

Some Websites

It's Surfer Grandma |
http://www.muridae.com/rebbit/rabbittalk.html

7 | http://www.vetmed.wau.edu/ClientED/bunny.asp

IS =" http://bio.miami.edu/hare/diet.html

3 Go Granmy, Go |

http://boingonline.com.au

http://www.talkingegg.com/humor/bunnyyawns.html

http://www.bunnybusiness.org

http://www.ddfl.org/behavior/rabbit health.pdf

Diet-sheet.1  waverley wabbits: 98073340

1: 80% of a rabbits’ diet is hay
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* Choose sweet smelling hay without any dust or mould

* Grass hay, Oaten hay, Wheaten hay, Timothy hay, or Green grass clover
hay, are all satisfactory.

* Hay supplies vary according to the season, so get the best you can.

*You can buy it from fodder stores or pet shops.

* Lucerne is not suitable.
* Rabbits in the wild basically survive on dry grass and roots and tree bark.
They even eat some dirt when they dig up roots to eat

Always supply fresh hay for constant grazing

L ™

2: Daily dreens. Introduce each green gradually, to test for  _tolerance.

A regular variety of fresh greens, are important fo r your rabbits’ health.

Give greens washed and wet. Stalks as well as the | eaves are enjoyed.

The amount of fresh food daily should be about the size of your rabbit’'s head.
You will know if it is too much or not enough, if t here is anything left over.

Suitable greens are

Blackberry leaves Radish tops
Spinach leaves Kale

Parsley Chicory

Celery tops. Chop the stalks. Mint

Zucchini Cauliflower leaves.
Lemon balm Grapevine leaves.
Dandelion Raspberry leaves
Basil. Snow peas
Bamboo leaves ! Bock Choy
Brussels sprouts Carrot tops
Broccoli

ONLY give the darkest outer leaves _ of lettuce and cabbage.

N\

Diet seet 2

3: Clean water_ at all times. Use drink bottle or a heavy-duty bowl.

4: Branches _to nibble on to wear down their teeth, such as:-
Pear branches, citrus, apple, hibiscus, and rose branches

15




5 Fresh green grass is initially too strong for young bunnies, so increase
grazing time by 5 minutes daily  until you are sure of their grass tolerance.
When grass tolerance is established, a rabbit will enjoy grazing all day long.

6. Poisonous plants :
NO Rhubarb

NO Raw Potatoes and peels

NO Chrysanthemum

NO Poppies

NO Lupines-Impatience-Lobelia

NO Cherry tree bark or leaves.

NO Egg plant leaves. The fruit is fine.

NO Peach/Apricot branches or leaves.

NO Sprayed plants.
NO Plants with a bulb
NO Holly berries.

NO Asparagus.

NO Wisteria

NO Gloxalis

NO Avocado leaves
NO Morning glory

YES

NO Holly berries

NO Iceberg lettuce
NO Lilly of the valley
NO Caster oil plant
NO Bracken

NO Belladonna

NO Oak leaves

NO Chinese lantern
NO Clematis

NO Rhododendrons
NO Daphne

NO Foxglove

NO Parsnip

NO Hydrangeas
NO Buttercup

NO

NO Oleander

Diet sheet.3 Waverley Wabbits 98073340

7: Commercial rabbit food .

Give pellets in very small quantities, as they can cause obesity and sometimes teeth
problems.
Rabbit mixes are convenient, but avoid sudden changes in  the diet .

16



Choose a mix with limited amount of grains, no dried fruit, and no molasses.
Remove any corn . It should look dry and uninteresting. Not like muesili.
Most commercial rabbit food is unsuitable.

**In fact rabbits can live a healthy life just on h ay, vegetables, and greens, without the
need for pellets or mix.**

8: Forbidden foods

Wheat, commercial rabbit treats, bread, grains, chocolate, cakes, cereal, dried fruit and
biscuits.

These foods are not poisonous, but do not promote health.

They contain insufficient fibrous material to keep the bowel moving, causing fermentation
leading to sticky bottom syndrome and sometimes blockage of the bowel.

Apple seeds and corn _ are particularly dangerous as they cannot be digested, and can cause
bowel blockage which is life threatening for a rabbit.

9: Treat foods .
Give in moderation only.

* Kiwi fruit, Ripe- raspberries, Pear, Pineapple,
Strawberries, Carrots, Apple, Blackberries,
o J Capsicum, Grapes, Oranges Banana. N

s+ Flower e.g. Roses, Nasturtiums, Pansies, and Hibiscus.

: #$
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